[Erectile dysfunction: clinical course with intracavernous PGE1].
The results achieved with PGE1 therapy in 66 patients with erectile dysfunction in our self-injection program are presented. Patients with severe conditions (cancer, infectious disease, renal and hepatic failure, etc.), psychological or hormonal disorders were discarded from the study. All patients were tested with PGE1, the dose was adjusted according to individual response, the patient was instructed how to inject the vasoactive drug and included in the self-injection program. Statistical analysis of the data was performed using the chi-square and the Student 't' test. The mean follow-up was 9.8 months (range 1-39). Twenty-five patients (37%) withdrew from the program. Six patients (9%) received another treatment due to pain or poor response. A penile prosthesis was implanted in five patients and one patient was treated with a vacuum erection device. Although not statistically significant, local pain was associated with a shorter follow-up. Prolonged erection was also observed but did not influence the length of follow-up. Local pain has been associated with a shorter follow-up. A small number of non-responders warranted another therapy.